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ESCAPE OF NATIVES FROM ROTTNEST.—The island of Rottnest has been long pointed out as 
a proper and secure retreat for the reception of her Majesty's refractory blacks (the natives) 
An establishment was formed there some months back, under the superintendence of Mr. 
Welch, and a small military force. 
 
Since the formation of this establishment, the natives have twice made their escape; some 
alteration in the system has consequently been found to be required, and Mr. Welch, we 
hear, is likely to be superseded by Mr. Vincent, the present Jailor at Fremantle. A few days 
back, the whalers at Fremantle, in the employ of Captain Scott and Mr. Curtis, when out in 
the roadstead on their daily cruise, perceived, at a considerable distance, an object which 
attracted their attention; they made for it, and on a nearer approach to it, discovered that it 
was a boat, which was slowly impelled by a number of natives with short paddles. 
 
It was soon discovered that the boat contained fugitives from the island; they were 
consequently captured, without, much difficulty, and were conveyed to the Gaol at 
Fremantle, much to their mortification. His Excellency the Governor, accompanied by the 
Hon. G. F. Moore, Esq., Advocate-General, visited Fremantle on Thursday morning, when a 
full investigation of the manner of their escape was entered into in the presence of Mr. 
Welch, but without any satisfactory result. It appeared from Mr. Welch's statement, that on 
the night previously to their effecting their escape, he had ordered a prisoner named Gee to 
secure them; that he visited them before going to bed, and found them as usual. He was 
perfectly unable to account for their having obtained the means of liberating themselves, 
and the whole still remains a mystery, as inexplicable as the method by which two natives 
some short time back removed their irons during their confinement in the Gaol at Perth. 
 
His excellency receiving this second occurrence of the escape of natives from Rottnest, whilst 
under the charge of Mr. Welch, as a matter of serious moment, and calculated to bring the 
efficacy of this establishment into contempt, has thought proper to dismiss him from the 
appointment of Superintendent at Rottnest; but we feel assured it has not arisen from any 
wanton dereliction of his duty, as we have known Mr. Welch for many years as an active and 
zealous officer. If these natives had succeeded in making the main land, and had return-ed to 
their old haunts, a most serious evil would have been inflicted upon the colony, and one 
which must have terminated in bloodshed; the strictest watchfulness is therefore required at 
this establishment to avert from us any calamity which may result from a return of the 
condemned natives amongst their old associates in crime. 


