Bulletin No. 1 - August 2021
One of our favourite stories:
James O’Leary marched into the recruitment office and enlisted on the 3rd November 1916. He was only 16 years and 7
months old but he had been lying about his age for quite a while and was very convincing. Both parents were deceased
and until recently, James had been a ward of the state so the Clerk of Petty Sessions at the Children’s Court signed his
consent for James to enlist. He was 160 cms tall and only weighed 46 kilos but the medical examiner declared him
medically fit to serve overseas.
He passed his 12 weeks basic training at Blackboy Hill and was assigned to the 9th reinforcements for the 51st Infantry
Battalion, service number 3421. Did the other recruits guess he was so young? Nobody dobbed him in to the authorities,
so he embarked on the transport ship “Miltiades” on 6th November 1916 for the 8 week journey to the UK.
London was an exciting place for a teenager and James only lasted 10 weeks before going AWOL. Two weeks in detention
didn’t deter him and a few months later he did it again. A brief stay at the Sutton Veny Military Hospital in Wiltshire was
his undoing and the Military Doctors declared him underage. He was sent back to Australia and arrived in Perth on the
1st November 1917.
He returned to his previous job as a farm hand after his year of adventure. He hadn’t made it to the front line but it was
certainly a lot more exciting than working on the land.

What have we added to the Digital Library?
The information about James O’Leary above is drawn from a ‘Summary of Service’ on his page in the Digital Library. Over
the past 40 years many people have contacted the Army Museum of WA and asked for information on their relative’s
military service. The research that was carried out to answer these queries was captured in a ‘Summary of Service’ and
we have many examples of these in the Digital Library. The ‘Summary of service’ information appears to have been
collated from a wide variety of sources and is a very comprehensive addition to the images of the original records. Kudos
to the researchers and all their hard work over the years.
Our goal for the next quarter.
We have just digitised a rare Roll Book that details the officers of the volunteer Colonial forces from 1878 until 1905.
These records will be uploaded as individual pages for each person and in its entirety as a Nominal Roll in the Colonial
section of the Digital Library. We have other records from the period prior to Federation that will also be uploaded. The
records are confusing and often contradictory but hopefully we can put them into some semblance of order!

WAMDL Supporters
We are excited to announce that Fujitsu is now a valued supporter of our Digital Library. We have
used the Fujitsu ScanSnap SV600 scanner from the very beginning of our journey and have found
it excellent for the fragile documents because nothing actually touches the papers. Now Fujitsu
has generously loaned us a Fi-7280 scanner that will improve the clarity of our photo scans. Our
digitising manager is busy learning to use the software and it is certainly not for the fainthearted.
We can’t wait to upload some new digital images of photos.
Promotions
On 29th May we showcased WAMDL to an enthusiastic crowd at the York Archives. A number of people were interested
in sharing their family’s military memorabilia with us so on the 6th July we returned with the portable digitising kit and
scanned over 800 items. They are a welcome addition to the Digital Library.
We presented a different talk to the Friends of Battye Library on 13th July. Their members were very enthusiastic about
WAMDL and there is potential for collaboration in the future.
The planning and digitising for this project may have started in 2017, but the creation of the WAMDL
website began on the 26th July 2020. We had set ourselves a target of uploading 10 000 images in our
first year of operation and we achieved that total with days to spare. Our 1st birthday was celebrated
via social media and is our most viewed post to date.

Facts and figures.
We have a new team member who is busy promoting WAMDL on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook and Pinterest with new
posts appearing twice per week. We are attracting a lot of interest and it is exciting to see that people all around the
world are looking at our Digital Library. We now have 11 500 images so there is certainly a lot to look at.
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