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At the moment the UK National Archives have made all their online digitised data free for us to download. As soon as 

people in the UK can travel again and the reading rooms at the Archives reopen the free downloads will stop.  You will 

either have to travel to their rooms or pay for the downloads. 

So I have been downloading what ever is relevant to my research and saving it in a folder on my computer. I will go 

through and analyse the information later but I just want to download it at the moment. 

1. You need to make a free account so that they have an email address to send the downloads to. 

https://secure.nationalarchives.gov.uk/Login/Register  

2. Go to the catalogue which is called ‘Discovery’.  

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/  

3. Sign in via the link on the top right hand side. 

4. Click on ‘Advanced search’-------Scroll all the way down to the ‘Held By’ section and click on ‘Search The National 

Archives’-----click on ‘only show records available for download’ 

5. Scroll back up and enter keywords for your search. 

 

 

SO WHAT CAN I LOOK FOR?  These are some of the data sets available and this link takes you to hyperlinks to 

each data set: 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with -your-research/research-guides/?research-category=online  

 

6. Aliens’ registration cards 1918-1957 

7. British Army medal index cards 1914-1920 

8. British Army nurses’ service records 1914-1918 

9. British Army War Diaries 1914-1922 

10. Durham Home Guard 1939-1945 

11. French Muster Rolls from the Battle of Trafalgar 1805 

12. Household Cavalry soldiers service records 1799-1920 

13. Merchant seamen’s campaign medal records 1914-1918 AND 1939-1945 

14. Merchant shipping movement cards 1939-1945 

15. Middlesex military service appeal tribunal 1916-1918 – conscription, conscientious objectors 

16. Naturalization case papers 1801-1871 

17. Prisoner of war interview reports 1914-1918 

18. Recommendations for military honours and awards 1935-1990 – includes all the WW2 people 

19. Royal Air Force combat reports 1939-1945 

20. Royal Air Force officers service records 1918-1919 

21. Royal Air Force operations record books 1911-1963 

22. Royal Flying Corps airmen 

23. Royal Marines service records 1842-1925 

24. Royal Naval Air Service officers service records 1906-1918 

25. Royal Naval Air Service ratings 

26. Royal Naval Division service records 1914-1919 

27. Royal Naval Reserve service records 1860-1955 

28. Lots and lots more Royal Navy records 

29. Royal Navy unpaid pensions 1830-1860: claims by next of kin 

https://secure.nationalarchives.gov.uk/Login/Register
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/?research-category=online


30. Victoria Cross registers 1856-1944 

31. Wills of Royal Navy and Royal Marines personnel 1786-1882 

32. Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps service records 1917-1920 

33. Women’s Royal Air Force service records 1918-1920 

34. Women’s Royal Navy Service personnel – WW1 

Explore these links. They will take you to a page of background info and a search box to enter specified info.  

This is not all. These are just the popular data sets. 

Go to the A-Z index, pick a letter of the alphabet and see what other sets are available. Many of these haven’t been 

digitised yet and so won’t be available for download. Some are partially digitised and you might get lucky. 

 https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides-keywords/  

 

Example 

Go to https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/?research-

category=online  

Scroll down to British Army war diaries 1914-1922  

Read the info; scroll down to ‘How do I search the records?’ 

Type in the regiment ‘4 cavalry field ambulance’   and click search. 

Click on the title of the one that is correct. If the screen comes up with 3.50 on the right hand side go back up the top 

and click sign in again. Sometimes when you are going backwards and forwards through links and pages it logs you out. 

Click on ‘add to basket’ 

Continue shopping for more downloads. You can do 10 per day and a total of 100 in a month. 

If you take too long you will time out and the items in your shopping basket drop out. Keep a note of what you have 

ordered so you can add it again if you need to. 

Proceed to checkout, review your order, check they all say 0 cost, confirm. 

The page says Thank you for your order and each listed item has a DOWNLOAD NOW highlighted button. Click these to 

download , rename them and save somewhere on your computer. Download speeds depend on your own internet 

speeds. 

 

Instant gratification! 
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