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BRAZELY
Was William Brazely, a Private in the 96th Regiment of Foot, the one and same as the Charles Blazely
who lived for many years as a shepherd on Walebing, partner of Banyap and father to Mary Elizabeth,
Emma and Joseph? Although it seems unlikely, all records are pointing to that reality.

The Soldier
William Brazely, service number 1097, was stationed in Van Diemen's Land early in 1841, [1] having
arrived in Australia in February of that year. On the 1841 Muster Roll, it appears he was posted at Port
Arthur and then a later Muster Roll records his posting as Adelaide. [2] The 96th Regiment was
stationed in South Australia until 1846 and left Adelaide that year, returning to Tasmania to join their
headquarters.
In January 1847, William was among a detachment that left Van Diemen’s Land aboard the troop ship
'Java' for garrison duty in the Swan River Colony. In some handwritten notes on the history of the 96th
regiment in Van Diemen's Land, it states that of the contingent arriving in the Colony "none of the
men were over 25 years & a finer body of men was never seen". Two years later, when several men
were discharged, many had served over 10 years in the army including William Brazely. If they had
enlisted before 1839, and were under 25 years of age when they arrived in the colony, they must have
all been 17 or younger when they were recruited. However, it has come to light that some of the
discharged soldiers were older than 25 years when they arrived so perhaps William was also.

The 96th Regiment
After being disbanded in 1818, the 96th Regiment was raised again on 6th February 1824 at Salford
Barracks, Manchester and the regiment was ordered to march from Manchester to Liverpool in March
1824. From there in June, the Regiment embarked for Halifax, Nova Scotia with the last of the soldiers
leaving on the 19th July, 1824, all arriving in August and September. They transferred to Bermuda in
1825, stayed three years in the West Indies before returning to Halifax in 1828 and then embarking
for Portsmouth in August, 1835.
On their departure from Halifax, several dignitaries of the town expressed their gratitude and high
respect to the officers and privates and conveyed a public tribute to their orderly and soldier-like
conduct during a residence of so many years in that garrison. The 96th Regiment was named as the
senior regiment in North America from when they had arrived in 1824.
In Oct 1835, at Haslar, Portsmouth, the 96th Regiment received orders to be in readiness to march to
Glasgow. The Tameside Museum website states that ‘the Regiment marched from Gosport to
Gravesend, where it embarked to Leith and was stationed in Edinburgh Castle, Greenlaw and Leith
and then to Glasgow in November where they were stationed until September 1836, but no
newspaper reports have been found to verify this statement.
The Regiment were then ordered in Sep 1836 to be in readiness to embark for Belfast – the 1st and
2nd Division arrived at Enniskillen from Glasgow in Oct 1836 and proceeded to Mullingar for the
winter. Two years later, the 96th Regiment arrived back in Dublin and it was announced in Aug 1838
that the Regiment would be going to N.S.W. in Australia. At this time, in Norwich and Bradford, there
were recruiting drives for Army Regiments.
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On the 21st Jan 1839, the 96th Regiment landed at Liverpool from Dublin - two companies for Liverpool
Barracks, three to Wigan, three to Haydock-Lodge and two companies and headquarters to Bolton.
On the muster roll for 1st Apr to 30th Jun 1839 [2], William ‘Brayzley’ was at Wigan, and because he
was born c1815, he could have enlisted in Halifax [Nova Scotia], England, Scotland or Ireland!

Muster Rolls and Pay Lists [2]
WO12/9611
1 Apr 1839 – 30 Jun 1839 – https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663038357/view
1 Jul 1839 – 30 Sep 1839 – https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663052426/view
1 Oct 1839 – 31 Dec 1839 – https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663067339/view
1 Jan 1840 – 31 Mar 1840 – https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663084854/view
WO12/9612
1 Apr 1840 – 30 Jun 1840 -https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663097926/view
1 Jul 1840 – 31 Dec 1840 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663117752/view
Companies of the 96th Regiment were sent to N.S.W at different times. It was reported in the
newspaper on the 10th June 1839 that the soldiers had left for Bolton, arriving in Chatham in July by
drafts for Botany Bay. A convict ship ‘Mangles’ set sail for Australia in Oct 1839. Then in the newspaper
of the 1st Aug 1840 it states that the 96th Regiment had reached town by the railway from Manchester
and were now on their march to Chatham previous to their embarkation to N.S.W. The ‘Egyptian’
convict ship with 27 privates of the 96th Regiment sailed from Kingston Harbour on the 19th Aug for
N.S.W.
William ‘Blaysley’ arrived on the convict ship Lord Lyndoch – he disembarked at Hobart Town on the
11th Feb 1841 : https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663228355/view
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663223184/view

Musters and Pay Lists:
WO12/9612
1 Oct 1840 – 31 Dec 1840 – https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663152078/view NSW List
1 Jan 1841 – 31 Mar 1841 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663188690/view NSW List
I Jan 1841 – 31 Mar 1841 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663223184/view At Port Arthur
WO12/9613
1 Apr 1841 – 30 Jun 1841 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663304353/view At Port Arthur
1 Jul 1841 – 31 Aug 1841 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663315086/view At Port Arthur
1 Sep 1841 – 30 Sep 1841 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663329934/view At Port Arthur
Eight months later, William was transferred to Adelaide where he remained until 1846. Leaving Hobart
on the 7 Oct, aboard ‘Eudora’, they arrived in Port Adelaide on the 14th Oct 1841. Adelaide was not a
convict settlement but was established as a ‘free colony’. However, it was decided a military presence
was needed to protect the citizens and their property.
Known by the locals as ‘Lobsters’, the first detachment of Imperial red coats was so riotous that the
police force had to be increased to keep them under control. However, when the newspaper reported
that the Regiment would be departing the colony in 1846 it stated that ‘The general conduct of the
men during their stay here has been most excellent and commendable’ [3]
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The soldiers were housed at Town Acre 105 near Grenfell St, a two-storey building that had been
renovated with the upstairs room fitted with stretchers for 100 men.

Grenfell St Barracks – watercolours by Samuel Thomas Gill, 1818-1880

Musters and Pay Lists
WO12/9613
1 Oct 1841 – 31 Dec 1841 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663345748/view At Adelaide
1 Jan 1842 – 31 Mar 1842 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663367538/view At Adelaide
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WO12/9614
1 Apr 1842 – 30 Jun 1842 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663481540/view At Adelaide
1 Jul 1842 – 30 Sep 1842 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663511987/view At Adelaide
1 Oct 1842 – 31 Dec 1842 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663545299/view At Adelaide
1 Jan 1843 – 31 Mar 1843 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663574250/view At Adelaide
1 Apr 1843 – 30 Jun 1843 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663604413/view At Adelaide
1 Jul 1843 – 30 Sep 1843 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663632899/view At Adelaide
1 Oct 1843 – 31 Dec 1843 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1663657555/view At Adelaide
And others not recorded while at Adelaide.

After the lease on the Grenfell St Barracks expired, the men were moved to Flinders St Barracks.

Watercolours of Flinders St Military Barracks – John Napier Magill - Lieutenant of 96th Regt.
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From 1844 to 1845, there were several unclaimed letters reported in the South Australian
newspapers for William Brazley.
When the Regiment left Adelaide on the 16th May 1846 by the 'Brankenmoor' they first returned to
Tasmania to join their headquarters. Then on the 30th January 1847, a detachment of the 96th
Regiment left Van Diemen’s Land aboard the troop ship 'Java' for garrison duty in the Swan River
Colony. William was among the troops to arrive in the new colony.
WO12/9620
1 Jun 1846 – 30 Jun 1846 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1664961856/view At Adelaide
1 Jul 1846 – 30 Sep 1846 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665025818/view
1 Oct 1846 – 31 Dec 1846 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665091250/view
1 Jan 1847 – 31 Mar 1847 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665151723/view Swan River
27 Jan 1847 – 31 Mar 1847 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665337054/view Disembarked WA

The Swan River Colony
The scene that greeted the 105 men of the 96th Regiment when it arrived in the Swan River Colony
on the 22 Feb 1847 must have filled the men with amazement. The place had only been founded 18
years earlier in 1829 - the population by 1847 was under 5,000. The Colony had been in a financial
depression; the land grant system had been abolished in 1832 and instead the sale of crown land by
auction was introduced. The minimum price of the land was raised from 5 shillings an acre to one
pound an acre [4] and also with the decrease in the value of livestock, the growth of the colony had
halted. There was also no way to lease crown land so the search for grazing land forced pastoralists to
squat and settle on virgin fertile plains.
Life was hard as the settlers struggled with poor infertile soil to grow their crops and also a lack of
capital and workers. Animal diseases were common as were livestock deaths from various poisonous
plants in the bush. Many settlers left the Colony hoping to fare better in the Eastern States. However,
in 1846, a new system was introduced allowing settlers to lease plots and this seems to have led to
expeditions in search of new pastoral lands. Also, in 1847, 22 pastoralists presented a memorial to the
Legislative Council proposing that selected convicts be transported into the colony to alleviate the
labour shortage. After much debate, the request was accepted with the British Government agreeing
to pay all expenses. The first convicts arrived in Fremantle in 1850 and with the extra capital and
workforce, the economy began to flourish.
On the Muster Rolls of Jan 1847 to Mar 1848 for the 96th Regiment when in Perth, William Brazley's
name was recorded but was among a group of soldiers listed as "At Swan River"
Those at Swan River were listed separately:
WO12/9621
1 Apr 1847 – 30 Jun 1847 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665465103/view At Swan River
1 Jul 1847 – 30 Sep 1847 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665520701/view At Swan River
1 Oct 1847 – 31 Dec 1847 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665571766/view At Swan River
1 Jan 1848 – 31 May 1848 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665634383/view At Swan River
WO12/9622
1 Apr 1847 – 30 Jun 1847 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665736985/view
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1 Jul 1847 – 30 Sep 1847 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665761566/view
1 Oct 1847 – 31 Dec 1847 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665781205/view
1 Jan 1848 – 31 Mar 1848 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665808083/view
1 Apr 1848 – 30 Jun 1848 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665838818/view
1 Jul 1848 – 30 Sep 1848 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665876232/view
1 Oct 1848 – 31 Dec 1848 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665905884/view
1 Jan 1849 – 31 Mar 1849 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665933804/view
Many men of the 96th Regiment applied for discharge; some desired to stay in Western Australia and
others applied to return to England. Those awaiting discharge, were transferred to the 99th Regiment
when the 96th Regiment left for India in May 1849. However, William wasn’t on any of the lists
attached to this regiment for any dates although many others in the 96th Regiment were named.
Those at Swan River listed separately:
WO12/9623
1 Apr 1848 – 30 Jun 1848 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1665988469/view
1 Jul 1848 – 30 Sep 1848 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1666063078/view
1 Oct 1848 – 31 Dec 1848 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1666140493/view
From Jan 1849 - https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1666218804/view
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1666302751/view
Perhaps William was one of the soldiers sent by the Governor to Champion Bay on the northern coast.
After lead sulphide was discovered in the bed of the Murchison River, notable Perth merchants,
including Anthony O’Grady Lefroy, quickly formed a small company named the 'Geraldine Mining
Company' and due to the hostilities of the local aboriginals in the area, soldiers were employed to
protect the settlers.

Two Irish Brothers
Earlier though, at the end of 1846, the Irish brothers - Gerald de Courcy Lefroy and Anthony O'Grady
Lefroy – after securing a squatting licence - began to establish their property called Walebing on the
Victoria Plains and then in late 1848 began to shepherd their sheep there from ‘Springhill’ which is in
between Northam and York.
The explorer Augustus Gregory, after returning from an exploration expedition in 1846 to the north
of Perth in search of pastoral land, told of discovering good agricultural land and coal deposits. On a
further exploration trip in late 1848, Gregory and his party received provisions provided by the 96th
Regiment attached to the expedition at the Lefroy station in Walebing.
So, it seems the 96th Regiment had a connection to Gerald de Courcy Lefroy, who became the sole
manager of the sheep station after his brother Anthony O'Grady went to live in Perth in 1849. In his
diary 'The Journal of Gerald De Courcy Lefroy' [5]he often wrote of his trips to Perth and dinners with
the Regiment so it is very likely he knew William Brazely and may even have offered him the
permanent position of shepherd on his property.
William must have seen the potential of the young colony or else he was ready to seek other
employment apart from the army, because when his regiment left for India in May 1849, William was
one of the many soldiers who decided to take their discharge from the army and stay and make a life
for themselves in Western Australia.
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William Brazley applied
for discharge in early
1849 which was approved
according to a document
dated 27 Apr 1849. [6]
The discharged men of
the 96th Regiment were
ordered to return their
Arms, Accoutrements and
Ammunitions and then on
the 18th May 1849, the
regiment departed the Swan River
Colony. Of the 105 men who arrived in
1847, 39 decided to be discharged,
either staying in the Colony or
returning to England or another unit.

‘Blaisley’ at Walebing
In Lefroy's Journal it was recorded for Jan 1850 that there were still soldiers at Geraldine Mining
Company although they may have been from a different Regiment and not necessarily the Men
discharged from the 96th Regiment. The journal is peppered with references to 'Blaisely' - the first
dated the 23rd Apr 1850: "Got a gun for Blaisely from Bere, seven pounds" which could be in response
of William having to relinquish his weapon.
And then:
14 Sep 1850 – My new men trenching all day, some of
the others salting, then Blaisely
boiling down the fat and the feet for oil.

Spring Hill
By 1851, Gerald de Courcey Lefroy and his neighbours at
Walebing were suffering from scarcity of feed and water
for their livestock in the summer months due to a drought
and in Jan 1851, after a long search, he was able to lease
20,000 acres at the Junction of the Moore River and Gingin
Brook including the river northward for about 3 miles. He
named his new ‘cattle station’ Spring Hill and as it was the
same name – Springhill – near York, perhaps it was a place
from his homeland.
Late in February, Lefroy and his team drove his cattle
from Walebing, westward to Koojan and then south to
his new cattle station

Diagram in ‘Neergabby’ by W.J. De Burgh
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Entries in the Lefroy diary state:
25 Feb 1851 - I left home with my man Blaiseley riding two pack horses and four natives.
27 Feb 1851 - My man [Blaisely] has been scarcely able to do anything for the past month from pains
in his bones from cold and a large lump of clay falling on him when sinking a well and
now he has got a sore on his knee and cannot move scarcely. He is a real good man so
I have to do nearly all the work myself.
4 Mar 1851 - Blaisely knee very bad.
After settling the cattle over a few days and building a large hut, Lefroy and his team left, leaving
Blaisely to camp at the property and attend to the cattle.
7 Mar 1851 - Blaisely a good deal better so leave for home, three horses, one native, leaving one nag
behind.
There were many references in the next few months in Lefroy’s diary to William ‘Blaisely’ or
‘Blaiseley’:
4 Apr 1851 - Start for my Cattle station …. got there by 4 o.c. Found all going on right, Blaiseley a
good deal better. Saw some of my Cattle; he has seen them all lately.
17 May 1851 - Started the Team. Had to threaten my man [Blaisley] to send him to jail before he
would go; he did not like to go across to the Cattle station to bring the men away and
all the things, some of the way no road.
29 May 1851 - My men returned in the evening. My first question to Blaisley "Have you anything for
me from Gingin" "No Sir, I sent in to ask and they said there was none".
1 Oct 1851 - I was at the chimney of my house with Blaisely the most of the day. [William was
helping Lefroy build his new house at Walebing].
9 Oct 1851 - Start Blaisely. He wants to go to Perth to see about his discharge. Lent him a nag.
19 Oct 1851 - Blaisely returned.
14 Jan 1852 - Blaisely came up bringing me up my young mare from the Scotch man's.
The reference of Blaisely wanting to go to Perth to see about his discharge is a most convincing clue
because in July 1851, the Army issued orders that those who had been discharged from the 96th
Regiment, could collect their Parchment certificates and Gratuities owing - £9.2.6 in William's case.
There are several instances in the War Office Records that refer to others of the 96th Regiment
receiving their discharge certificates but no record of William.
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1680571365/view
There were 3 soldiers of the 96th Regiment left on the Jul to Aug 1851 Muster lists with a note to say
‘finally discharged 31 Aug 1851’ – https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1681352566/view
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1681358689/view It would appear that William may have gone to Perth
to collect his discharge certificate in October 1851 although no documentation has been found.
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As he was not on any list attached to the 99th Regiment, it seems William may have been away at
Walebing for most of the time since arriving in the Colony.

In February 1852, Gerald de Courcy Lefroy’s diary ended. We know that he married Elizabeth
Brockman on the 18th March 1852 and sometime after that, he transferred all his Walebing and Spring
Hill interests to his brother Anthony.
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The Junction
Meanwhile, the Junction - where the Gingin Brook meets the Moore River – began to become more
populated. It had always been an ancient meeting place for the Indigenous people in the area but the
fertile lands and waterways attracted the early settlers. The Junction was also near the place where
Banyap’s land was – Caraban – so the local indigenous people must have been friendly with the new
settlers as Banyap was given the anglicized name of Caroline.
It was also through this place where the Stock Route ran from Star Swamp in Perth to Champion Bay
up north. From the 1850's until the Railway was opened in 1879, it was the major thoroughfare for
drovers to drive cattle and sheep to farms in the area. Also used by travellers, buggies and carts filled
with their belongings, the Stock Route had wells and rest places along its length and would later
become called 'The North West Stock Route'.
Daniel King, in July 1852, was one of the settlers who were granted a lease near the Junction, securing
property almost next to Gerald de Courcey Lefroy’s ‘Spring Hill’. Then around 1864, he selected more
freehold
property
from
Lefroy’s pastoral lease - land
along the brook at the
Junction, and he later built the
Junction Hotel to cater for the
itinerant
trade. William,
camped so close, would have
formed a close relationship
with Daniel and his wife Ann.
In fact, the King family were to
play a key role in the lives of
Caroline and her daughter
The Junction Hotel C1910
Mary Elizabeth. Daniel King
and his family also occupied most of the land from the Junction to Caraban over the coming years.

Dandaragan Mail Service
Because there was no regular postal service between Perth and Champion Bay, it was decided to
establish a Police station somewhat halfway where mail from Champion Bay could be delivered and
collected. The Colonial Secretary, in April 1853, wrote to the Superintendent of Police: [7]
I have the honour to inform you that His Excellency the Governor has decided upon stationing
an (sic) European and a Native mounted policeman at Dandaragan for the purpose of
protecting the settlers in that quarter and also of carrying the monthly mail to the Swan.
William Blaisely was the man chosen and he took up the position in June 1853. [7] Perhaps the isolation
was too much for William because he resigned five weeks after being appointed, and must have then
recommenced employment at Walebing and Spring Hill.

10

The partnership of the Lefroy brothers was dissolved in 1855. Gerald de Courcy Lefroy was engaged
by his father in law to deliver a consignment of horses to India in 1856 and once completed he
travelled with his wife to Ireland where he farmed for a few years before returning to Western
Australia. Anthony O’Grady Lefroy, preoccupied with public duties, hired John Joyce to manage
Walebing and early in the 1860’s George Hale was probably the overseer at Spring Hill where the stock
was moved to from Walebing for summer grazing. [4]
It was about this time that there are no more records of William Blaisely but instead those of Charles
Brazely. It has to be noted that both William and Charles were both recorded as Brazely and Blazely
and often variants of either one – Braisley, Brasely, Brazley, Breasley or Blasely, Blazley etc. Why
William had a change of name is a mystery but it would be too co-incidental that two men with the
same surname worked as a shearer at Walebing. Furthermore, there is no record of a Charles Brazely
arriving in the colony as a free settler or convict and no death record for a William Blaisley.

Charles the Father
The first record we have of a Charles Brazely is that he supposedly fathered two daughters in the
Gingin area - Mary Elizabeth Benyup and Emma ‘Breasley'. Mary Elizabeth was born in Nov 1854 and
her mother Banyap (Caroline) was a ‘full blood’ aboriginal woman. It is more than likely that Caroline
and Charles became acquainted while he worked at Spring Hill near Caroline’s ‘booja’ [homeland] they wouldn't have married in a civil ceremony and no legal record of the union has been found.
Emma's mother may have also been Caroline but we have no proof that she was and it is possible that
her mother may have been another aboriginal woman.
In 1863, Charles Brazely of Walebing donated 5/- to the Lancashire Fund, [8] a campaign to raise
money for the cotton industry in Lancashire which was suffering the effects of the American Civil War
that had put a halt to the export of cotton to England. The list of names who donated to the cause
was reported in the local newspaper – the donations collected by My Joyce of Welbyn [Walebing].
We have not found any other references to Charles until his death, however in 1875, the explorer
Ernest Giles made an overland crossing from South Australia to Western Australia. The expedition
party stayed a few days at Lefroy's Walebing, so Charles would have witnessed the celebrations of the
achievement.
When Charles Brazely died in 1887 his age was given as 72 years so he was presumably born about
1815 although ages on death certificates are
notoriously wrong as it is the informant who
gives the details of the deceased and usually
the correct information is not known. The
cause of his death was a supposed kidney
disease.

Final Wishes
Charles wrote his will on the 27th July 1887
bequeathing three fourths of his estate to
John Joyce, farm servant of Walebing Farm.
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The remaining quarter of his estate he bequeathed to the "Right Rev. Dr Parry, Bishop of Perth, or his
survivor, in trust for the use of the ‘half caste’ Joseph Blazely of the Native Mission, Perth, Western
Australia. The Will was witnessed by Henry Bruce Lefroy (son of Anthony O’Grady Lefroy), who was
the 11th Premier of Western Australia and also Gerald de C. Lefroy, who was not the Gerald de Courcy
who founded Walebing as he died in a farming accident in 1878. The John Joyce who was the Executor
and a beneficiary of the will must have been the son of the Overseer John Joyce who had left Walebing
in the 1870’s and died in 1883.
The Will of Charles Blazely
This is the last Will and Testament of me. Charles Blazely, of Walebing, Victoria Plains in the Colony of
Western Australia. After payment of all my just debts, funeral, and other expenses, I give, devise and
bequeath unto John Joyce of Walebing, Victoria Plains, in the Colony of Western Australia, farm
servant, three fourths of the money lying in my name at fixed deposit at the Western Australian Bank,
Perth, Western Australia and interest therein, the balance of wages due to me by Mr H. B. Lefroy, and
also to the said John Joyce all my personal effects and other property, with the exception of my silver
watch by Dent which I bequeath to Master Anthony Langlois Bruce Lefroy. The remaining one fourth
of my money at the Western Australian Bank as aforesaid I leave to the Right Rev. Dr Parry Bishop of
Perth, or his survivor, in trust for the use of the half caste Joseph Blazely of the Native Mission, Perth,
Western Australia In the event of the said Joseph Blazely not behaving to the satisfaction of the said
Bishop by contracting vicious, intemperate or other evil habits or on the decease of the said Joseph
Brazely I bequeath the above mentioned one fourth of my money to the Protestant Native and Half
Caste Mission, Perth, Western Australia. The Bishop I wish to use his judgement as to the boy's
behaviour as far as it is required by the wording of this my Will. I appoint the aforementioned John
Joyce my Executor of this my Will In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand this twenty seventh
day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty seven.

Charles Blazely
Signed by the said Charles Blazely and by him declared to be his last will and Testament in the presence
of us, present at the same time who in his presence at his request and in the presence of each other
have hereunto subscribed our names as Witnesses
H B Lefroy
Gerald de C Lefroy

An Oath of Executor was presented to the Supreme Court:
Western Australia
In the Supreme Court
Ecclesiastical
In the goods of Charles Blazeley deceased
I John Joyce of Walebing Victoria Plains in the Colony of Western Australia Farm Servant make oath
and say that I believe the paper writing hereto annexed and marked by me to contain the true and
original last Will and Testament of Charles Blazeley late of Walebing Victoria Plains aforesaid Farm
Labourer deceased and that I am the sole Executor therein named. And that I will well and faithfully
administer the personal Estate and Effects of the said Testator by paying his just debts and the Legacies
contained in his Will so far as the same shall thereto extend and the Law bind me. that I will exhibit a
true and perfect inventory of all and singular the said Estate and Effects and render a just and true
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account thereof whenever required by Law so to do. And that the Testator died at Walebing aforesaid
on the thirteenth day of August One thousand eight hundred and eighty seven.
Sworn at Perth in the Colony of
Western Australia the Third day of November 1887
John Joyce
Charles must have had a close relationship with John Joyce Snr to bequest the larger portion of his
assets to his son John Joyce. And because there was no reference to Mary Elizabeth or Emma in
Charles’s will, we can assume there was no relationship between them and their father. The bequest
of a Dent watch to Master Anthony Langlois Bruce Lefroy, the 6 year old son of Henry Bruce Lefroy is
interesting. How would a shepherd acquire an expensive silver watch? Perhaps the Lefroy family
presented Charles with the watch for his service to them over many years and he decided to return
the watch to the next generation of Lefroy.
It is not known where Charles was buried. The Walebing Cemetery was consecrated on the 12th March
1890 by Bishop Parry, [9] so long after Charles had died. He was probably buried on the Walebing
property where he had lived and worked most of his life.

Joseph
Joseph Blazely must have been born later than 1866 if he was still in care in 1887. The mother of
Joseph is a mystery - she was obviously an aboriginal woman and unlikely to have been Caroline. Early
in 1861, Caroline and her then husband ‘Kalyar’ were recorded in a court case concerning the death
by poisoning of their two and a half year old child Bulbarra. So Caroline and Kalyar were together from
about 1858 or earlier.
Bishop Hale's Institution for Native and Half-Caste Children was located on the corner of St Georges
Terrace and Spring St, Perth from 1871 to 1888. Early in October 1888, [10] Joseph and the other
inmates were relocated by train to The Swan Native and Half Caste Mission in Guildford, which
operated at the same time as the Swan Boys’ Orphanage for non- aboriginal boys. Some of the boys
from the mission were housed with the non-aboriginal boys at the Boy’s Orphanage but the
department for Aboriginal affairs, after one visit, instructed them to be returned to the Mission.
Records acquired from the Anglican Archives Centre have revealed that Joseph ‘Blayeley’ received a
legacy from his father of £50 and from the
Employees and Apprentices book it appears
the Church must have managed the bequest
alongside the money owing to him from his
work. By September 1890, the sum had
reached £55.2.6 and by about 1893 the total
was £61.6.2 which was the last record that
has been found for Joseph.

Sue Mills
November 2019
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