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MURDER PERPETRATED BY THE

MURRAY RIVER
NATIVES.

&nbsp; &nbsp;

IT is again our painful duty to record an act of

barbarity and treachery scarcely equelled, and cer-

tainly not excelled, by any of the numerous out &nbsp;

rages by the Natives. We are indebted for the

particulars to Lieut. Armstrong, of the 21st Fusi-

liers, who was stationed at the Murray at the

time, and whose servant fell a sacrifice to the

brutal ferocity of the lawless savages.

On Tuesday, the 15th inst., it appears Barron, &nbsp;
of Perth, (late serjeant major in the 63rd, who,
on the departure of the regiment for India, obtain-

ed his discharge and has settled amongst us),

proceeded to the Murray River to effect some

exchange with Thomas Peel, Esq., for a valuable
mare ; but on his arrival it was intimated to him,
to his infinite disappointment, that the mare had
got loose and was in the bush. Reluctant to return
without accomplishing the object of his journey,
on the following morning he made some further

inquiries about the probable distance to which the
mare had strayed, when two natives, Monang and

Unah, gave him to understand that they knew
where to find her, and would go in search of her.

They accordingly went out, but after a time re-

turned, saying they could not find her. They
were importuned to make further search, and Bar-
ron offered to go with them, but they refused, as

they said they would not go with Barron alone,

but if Mr. Peel would accompany them they would
show him the spot. Mr. Peel refused, when Mr.
Armstrong's servant, Nesbit, volunteered, if he
could be furnished with a horse, to go out in com-

pany with Barron. A horse was provided for him
and whilst they were preparing to start, two na-

tives, Gueirup and Ye-dong, (the young man
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who was flogged a short, time back at Perth for

breaking into the mill under Mount Eliza), were

observed standing at a distance off, and pointing

out Barron as
"soldier-man,"

whom they would &nbsp;

not approach. After this, the party, consisting of

Barron, Nesbit, and the two natives Monang and
Unah, proceeded, relying upon the latter as their

guides, in the
direction

the mare was
supposed to

be. They had not gone far before one of the
natives

"cooeed"

(called), and

they were soon &nbsp; &nbsp;

afterwards joined by two or three more natives,

who, in their turn, cooeed again, and as they
continued on they were overtaken by several

small parties until their numbers were increased to
nineteen. Not liking the appearance and gestures
of this increased force, Barron proposed to Nesbit
that they should turn back, to which the poor

man replied, apprehending

no danger,

"that
it  

&nbsp;

was not necessary—that they all knew him well,

as he had fed them, and always had been on the
best of terms with them." Accordingly they con-

tinued on with them, conversing in the most
friendly

manner, Nesbit being a short distance in

advance with about half the natives walking by his

side, the remainder walking in
company with Bar-

ron. The natives kept up with them for about
three miles, frequently pointing to the ground,
where they indicated the horse's tracks were

visi-

ble. Finding they succeeded by this ruse in at-

tracting their attention to a particular object, one

of the natives, Mout, in a spot favourable for their

purpose, stopped and pointed to a track, when, on

Barron's leaning down to look at it,
a spear was

instantly driven through his back ; he
spurred on

his horse endeavouring to escape when several

other spears were hurled at him, one of which
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were one

penetrated his side, and
another

his
arm. As he

was riding away he heard Nesbit utter a dreadful

shriek. After gallopping far enough to be out of

reach he stopped and drew out the spears, and,
looking back, saw the horse which Nesbit had
rode gallopping after him with a

spear sticking in
&nbsp;

his side, pursued by six natives. In an exhausted
state, about dusk, he reached Mr. Peel's house,

where every attention and assistance was offered

which humanity and prudence could dictate. Two
of the privates of the 21st Regt,

were immediately

&nbsp;
dispatched

to
Fremantle

by
Lieut. Armstrong

for
&nbsp;

medical aid, and on the following
morning, Mr.

Harrison, surgeon of that place, accompanied
by several gentlemen

mounted

and
armed, repair-

ed to the Murray, when the wounds of the suffer-

ing survivor were dressed, and he was pronounced
to be out of

danger.

&nbsp;
A party of the military were dispatched at day-

break in the direction pointed out by Barron, in

search of the body, no hopes being entertained of
finding the unfortunate man alive. About three

miles and a half from the Settlement the body was

found, presenting a most frightful spectacle,—the &nbsp;

head was lacerated and mangled as though beaten
in with their hammers,—and many bruses and con-

tusions were found on the body which has led to

the conjecture that he must have made a most

violent resistance, It is supposed that he was
first speared in the back, most of the other spear
wounds, between twenty and thirty, being jagged
and torn as if inflicted after he had received the

fatal spear. The soldiers in search of the body,

were directed to the spot were the corpse was

found by the howling of the deceased's favorite

terrier dog, which had gone out with its master,
and had stopped by his lifeless remains during the
night.

The corpse was carried home, and intered on

the following morning by the side of Budge, a
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soldier of the 63rd regt., who was speared by the

natives about two years since.

Barron is prepared to swear that the first
spear

was thrown at him by a man of the name of

Gweirippe.

In almost every instance of aggression by the

Natives, we have been enabled to trace the act as

a consequence of some latent animosity or
ill-

usuage
; in this particular case, if we except the

disinclination evinced by the two natives to ap-
proach Barron, we can find no clue to the perpe-
tration of this premediated and brutal outrage,—

and even the prospect of sacrificing one life
seems

not to have been sufficient to appease their thirst

for blood, as there can be no doubt they designed-

ly refused to accompany Barron alone. We ear-

nestly and bitterly lament that another is added to

the list of the murdered at the hands of the natives,

and, although we have-ever been the advocates

of a humane and conciliatory line of procedure,

this unprovoked attack must not be allowed to pass
over without the infliction of the severest chastise-

ment;
and we cordially

join our brother Colonists &nbsp;
in the one universal call—for a summary and
fearful example. We feel and know from experi-

ence, that to punish with severity the prepetrators
of these atrocities will be found in the end an act

of the greatest kindness and humanity.


